





I'VE BEEN HERE 
MORE THAN TWO 
MONTHS. 


LONG ENOUGH 
TO PRIVE ft MAN 
INSANE. 


BUT IT ONLY 
MAKES ME MORE 
FOCUSEP. 
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AFTER ALL, I'VE 
LIVED IN DARKNESS 

BEFORE. 


anu N 

PROGRESS, 

. N\UE RS? , 


^ SORRU, 
GENERAL THAT'S 
. A NEGATIVE. A 


STILL NO 
CHANSE. 
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&ORVIU 


COVER 
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r WHEN PO ^ 
VOll THINK THE OLP 
MAN'LL FINALLV REALIZE 
“METALLO" OVER THERE 
HAS LEFT THE , 
L- BUILPING? ^ 


VEESH. 
THIRTY-ONE 
MONTHS ON 
"VESETABLE 
. PUTV." < 


GENERAL LANE, SIR. I 
MEAN NO PISRESPECT, 
BUT THE POINT POES i 
REMAIN... 


r WE'VE SPENT NEARLV ^ 
THREE YEARS REPAIRING 
ANP UPGRAPING SERGEANT 
CORBEN'S SYSTEMS TO FULL 
OPERATIONAL STATUS. YET, 
.HE STILL HASN'T REGAINEP 
V CONSCIOUSNESS. 


CO NSIPERING THE MASSIVE TRAUMA 
HE ENPUREP— HIS HEART BURST 
OPEN, HIS BOPV POUNPEP BV 
SUPERMAN, HIS MINP CONTROLLEP 
BY ALIENS, FOR HEAVEN'S SAKE-- 
HIS BRAIN COULP BE IRREVERSIBLY 
v PAMAGEP. HE MIGHT NEVER S 
RECOVER. 


MAV6E WE SHOULP ^ 
' JUST TRANSFER THE 
SERGEANT TO WALTER 
REEP HOSPITAL FOR LONG- 
TERM CARE. I'M AFRAIP 
V THERE'S NOTHING MORE . 
WE CAN PO. 


I'VE BEEN N 
THINKING ABOUT 
. THAT, MVERS. , 


8RIZUELA? 


SINCE SERGEANT 
f CORBEN'S SYSTEMS ARE 1 
OPERATIONAL, MAYBE HE JUST 
NEEPS A JOLT TO GET HIM 
GOING. LIKE RESTARTING 
L A HEART WITH A 
PEFIBRILLATOR. 


' EVEN IF^^^ 

(W THAT WERE MEPICALLV' 
=7 POSSIBLE, HIS BOPY IS 
~ ALREAPY POWEREP BY A 
MINIATURE REACTOR. 

. \ WHAT COULP POSSIBLY 
GIVE HIM A STRONGER i 
■ “JOLT"? 
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"IT'S CALLEP 

KRKPTONITE. 


careful, now. this 
IS TOXIC ENOUGH TO 
GIVE VOUR 6RANP- 
L CKILPREN J 
CAN CER.^ ^s^' 
^WHERE'S , 

MV SECURE 
CONTAIN- UMMK 
v MENT? J I 


ALL 

SVSTEMS 
ARE POWN. 


FUEL CORE 
IS CLEAR FOR 
.REMOVAL. , 


RIGHT 
HERE, 
SIR. . 


KRVPT ONITE 
FUEL IN 
PLACE. 


I PON'T ~ 
KNOW, SIR. PO 
VOU THINK THIS 
.CAN WORK? y 


“ NO WAV TO ~ 
KNOW. BUT, REALLV, 
WHAT ELSE CAN 
^ WE PO? 


com on, 
JOHN. 


'WAKE 

UP." 


f BRINGING \ II 


1 SVSTEMS L-il 


^ONLINE. J\\ | 


^MONITORING^I 

| 













r LOOK AT THAT > 
TRAINING EXERCISE/ 
HE'S A ONE-MAN 
^BATTALION.' y 
yr that n 

// SEEMS PRETTV 
H PAMN FIT 
I V TOME/ V 


PNVSICALLVX ] Vf 

^PERHAPS. 

r y howeverTn 

HE STILL SHOWS 
ISM? CLEAR SIGNS OF 
“T-i SEVERE PSVCNO- 
© 1 LOGICAL 
TRAUMA. 


/ BOTTOM LINE, SIR: IF > 
VOU INSIST ON SENPING 
SERGEANT COR0EN BACK 
INTO ACTION, I CAN'T BE 
i HELP RESPONSIBLE FOR, 
fife. WHAT HAPPENS, y 


HE'S 'UNFIT? 
ARE VOU 
SERIOUS?" 


IN FACT, EVEN BEFORE “METAL-ZERO," I 
SEE SERGEANT CORBEN'S FILE ALREAPV 
SHOWEP A PISTRESSING PATTERN OF 
REPRESSEP EMOTIONS IN PAILV LIFE, 

L WHICH MANIFESTEP AS EXCE SSIVE 
[V FORCE IN THE 
FIELP. 


“EXCESSIVE 
FORCE?" IN A 
WAR ZONE? 







"~ANP JOHN 
CO RBEN IS 
GOING TO (5/I/E 
IT TO THEM/" 


WHAT'S 
GOING ON 
. HERE? . 




PR OP IT. 
GIVE ME A 
. SITREP. . 


OR AV. \ 

RIGHT. I _ 

--7 WE WERE 
/ SENT ON A SEARCH- 
f ANP-PESTROV MISSION, 
\ TO NEUTRALIZE AN 
\\ INSURGENT ARMS , 
)NN2 CACHE. ^ 


^ U/H, I MEAN... ~ 
S-SORRV, SIR. VOU 
MUST BE SERGEANT 
CORBEN. METALLO. 


THAT'S 

“METAL- 

ZERO." 


OH. SORRV. 

r THEV, UH, THEV ~ 
BRIEFEP US VOU WERE 
COMING, BUT, WELL... 

. IT'S HARP TO BE A 
IV PREPARED... 


/ PROBLEM IS, THE INSURGENTS 
' STASHEP THE ORPNANCE UNPER 
A HOSPITAL. SO NOW, WE'VE GOT 
A BANP OF HOSTILES HOLEP UP 
^sVNSIPE, USING OVER A HUNPREP 
NONCOMBATANT STAFF 
ANP PATIENTS AS 
m HUMAN SH/ELPS' 


UH-HUH. NO 
PROBLEM. 


///' SO THERE 
_ IS SOMETHING 
\ \ YOU CAN DO? 
A. EXCELLENT! 


WHAT'S 

r THE PLAN? DO YOU .T 
HAVE SOME KIND OF 
SELECTIVE TARGETING 
OR CLOAKING DEVICE 
<TO GET INSIDE? J 
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*2 
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SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT. 


MISSION 

ACCOMPLISHED. 


* 
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LANE 

BETRAYED MV 

loyalty. 


just like his tramp 
DAUGHTER, LOIS, 
BETRAYED MY LOVE. 


THAT'S PROBABLV WHY LANE 
BROUGHT SUPERMAN TO THE 
BASE IN THE FIRST PLACE, 
YEARS AGO-TO TRICK ME 
INTO PUTTING ON THIS SUIT 
AND GIVING UP MY HUMANITY.' 


BUT I FOOLED THEM 
ALL! MV MECHANICAL BODY 
DISTILLS OXYGEN FROM 
WATER. IT WITHSTANDS 
THE WATER PRESSURE. 

IT NEVER GETS TIRED. 


I MIGHT BE 
TOO HEAVY TO 
SWIM ACROSS 
AN OCEAN- 


-BUT I CAN 
STILL WALK. 












-EVERVONE WHO 
BETRAVEP ME IS 
GOING TO PAV! 
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LANE.' 
com out, 

VO U COW- 


ON, SO THAT'S 
HOW VOU WANT 
. TO PLAV IT, . 
W- HUH? 


GTANP 

POWN! 


' you N 

WANT ME? 

HERE I 
k AM/ > 


' BUT > 
1 WON'T 
SACRIFICE MV 
MEN TO VOUR 
\i RAMPASE/ y 


r you > 

MEAN LIRE 
VOU SACRIFICEP 
v MB?? > 



, I'M 1 

, NOT VOUR 



Lr ' / -A | 


i^SON/^J 



1 ' /^n 





I TRUSTED 
YOU/ ANP WHAT 
.PIP VOU PO? > 


~ YOU BETRAYED > 
ME/ TURNEP ME INTO 
TWS...THING! USEP YOUR 
. PAUSHTER TO CRUSH . 
^ MY HEART/ ^ 


HOW 

ZVJ/Pf 

YOU?/ 


YOUR ACTIONS OVERSEAS— 
ANP HERE, TOPAV--MAKE IT 
ALL TOO OBVIOUS THAT 
.YOU'RE COMPLETELY L7//T/ 
CONTROL. Zy 


FOR YEARS, I SAVE YOU 
EVERV OPPORTUNITY/ HELL, 
I EVEN APPROVEP YOU AS 
A WORTHY MATCH FOR MV 
\OWN DAUGHT ER? ZA 

y YOU'RE 
/ THE ONE WHO 
BETRAVEP /*W TRUST/ 

\ MINE, ANP THIS / 

V COUNTRY'S? y ^ 


PREAM ON, "METALLO." WHILE 
YOU'VE BEEN HOLPING THIS 
LITTLE TEA PARTY, I'VE 
V BEEN SETTING YOU INTO / 
POSITION, 


FOR WHAT? 
YOUR PET, 
SUPERMAN? 


ALWAYS 
HIPINS BEHINP 
YOUR DUTY, 
AREN'T VOU? , 


WHEN ORPERS 
' CAME POWN FROM THE ^ 
VERY TOP TO NEUTRALIZE 
METAL-ZERO AS A THREAT, 
k I HAP NO CHOICE BUT j 
^^T"0 AGREE. 

Jf \? I PIPN'T^VBl ' 

■Y MKE PUSHING jZE 
Wj\ THAT BUTTON, 7 ,» 
BUT I PIP MY / 

V TY! y/^m. 


y “pet?" 

HA? EVEN IF N 
I TRUSTED THAT 
ALIEN, HE'S GONE 
. DEAD OR . 
K MISSING? ^ 


Jjr WELL, I'M 
' NOT GOING TO \ 
PRETENP. I'M GOINS 
TO ENJOY SHREPPING 
V YOU TO BLOOPV J 
RIBBONS/ 
y~ BUT 
/ THAT'S NOTHING ' 
/ COMPAREP TO WHAT 
1 I'M GOING TO PO TO 
, 1 YOUR DAUGHTER... , 


SUPERMAN- 
DEAD? BEFORE 
I COULD TARE 
REVENGE? NO! 


R BUT PIP VOU 
REALLY THINK PROJECT: 
STEEL SOLPIER ENDED, 
JUST BECAUSE VOU 
V TOOK A NAP? 


r IF YOU 
WERE METAL- 
v ZERO- . 









X --VOU X 
CAN CONSIPER 
SERGEANT BRIZUELA 
X METAL-Z.Of y 


I REMEMBER 

BRIZUELA. THE 
GOLPEN BOV 
WHO WAS MV 
COMPETITION FOR 
THE METAL-ZERO 
PROGRAM. 


' HEV, BRIZUELA/ ~ 
WHAT LIES PIP LANE 
TELL VOU TO MARE 
VOU GIVE UP VOUR , 
HEART? 


X no X, 

LIES/ X Y 
KNEW THE } 
nRISRS. 

S' IT'S AN xj 

/ HONOR TO PEFENP x 
/ MV BROTHERS IN ARMS. 
J ANP THIS IS SECONP- 
l| GENERATION ARMOR-- 
I'VE STILL GOT MV > 

# HEART/ 


y VEAH? x- 
LET'S SEE 
WHAT WE CAN 
PO ABOUT , 
V THAT/ y 
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n 
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u 
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CHANCE/ MV ARMOR 
IS SUPERIOR TO 

I I VOURS IN EVER 1 / WAV-- 
\STR0N6ER, TOUSHER, 

'75-- v FASTER/ ^ 

I'M v 

WHAT VOU \ JP 

SHOULP HAVE 
BEEN-INSIPE . 


ANP OUT/ 


/ THERE'S 
ONLV O/V^ 

WAV THIS ENPS, » 
KCORBEN/ 

[/' STANP% 
V POtVNf OUT OF N 
RESPECT FOR VOUR 
i PAST SERVICE, I 
\ PONT WANT TO y 
V KILL VOU/ ^>4 


,..I CAN UVE 
WITH THAT. 


WELL. 


SOOP TO 
KNOW. 


r SEE, \ 
THAT'S WHV 
VOU'RE SOINS 
TO PIE 

V TOPAV. A 




SO 7W/S /S WO/V 

ms 


IT IS NOW? HE'S 
THE HERO? 












( 



BECAUSE 
VOU PON'T 
WANT TO 
v KILL— > 


GET A 
MEPIC IN 
. HERE/ , 


/MOBILIZE A 
SUPPORT 
^ TEAM.' 


CONE ON, SIR/ 
WE'VE GOTTA 
v PULL OUT- , 

Know/ y 


H...NO / 

G...GET TO THE 
^..SHELTERS' 
TAKE C... COVER/ 







M.../VV/ 

ORPERS ARE...T0 
N-NEUTRAIIZE </0U 
AS...A THREAT...ANP 
THAT'S l/V-WHAT I'M 
(50IN<5...T0 PO. 


E-gV/gN 

IF 




\ / SELF- ^ 



1 \ DE5TRUCT 1 



\ J \ ENGAGED / 


/ you THINK A W R 


SHELTER 'HU. LW 


V KEEP THEM SAFE? 

1 U ^ - l^[| 1 




y NOTHING IS X, 
HIGHER PRIORITY 
MVERS. NOT UNTIL 
EVER 1 / SCRAP FROM 
THOSE CVBORGS IS 
V ACCOUNTEP FOR. y 


I WANT TO 
MAKE SURE 
METALLO'S 
PEfiP. 

BECAUSE IF 
THERE'S EVEN A 
SHflPOW OF A 
POU6T THAT HE 
SURVIVE?- 


/' 


I KNOW HOW COMMITTEP 
VOU'VE BEEN TO SERGEANT 
CORBEN ALL THESE VEARS. BUT, 
CONSIPERING ALL OF THE PAMAGE 
TO THE BASE, SHOULPN'T WE 
ASSIGN THEM HIGHER- 
PRIORIT</ PUTIES? 

n 








'--HEAVEN 
HELP US 
ALL." 


r SO WHV'P \ 
VOU GUVS PULL ME 
OUT OP THERE, 
V. ANVWAV? 


BEEN SCOUTING ~ 
FOR NEW BLOOP. WHEN 
X SAW THE TERROR VOU 
STRUCK THROUGH THAT. 
V. ARMV BASE... ^ 


TALENT. 


I KNEW 
WE COULP 
USE VOU.^ 


PAMAGEP 

BAP. 


^ veah? well, 

WHAT MAKES VOU THINK 
I NEEP VOU? BOm 
FREAK PRESSEP UP LIKE A 
SCARECROW-- s 


THERE'S NO GOING 
BACK NOW. MV OLP 
LIFE IS OVER. 


I'M OFFERING VOU 
THE CHANCE TO JOIN 
A NEW ARMV. A NEW 
v BROTHERHOOP. j 


NO MORE JOHN 
CORBEN. 


NOT EVEN 

METAL-ZERO. 


7 MV ASSOCIATES ^ 
CAN REPAIR VOUR 1 
BROKEN BOPV. ANP, I 
V BETTER VET~^J 

--THEV 

CAN OFFER AN 

KOPPORTUNITV- 


PLEASE. ~ 
I PESPITE MV CHOICE OF 
I CLOTHING, I AM STILL A 
%^PSVCHOLOGI ST. ^ 

A CAREER 

' SOLPIER LIKE VOUR- ^ 
SELF, SUPPENLV ALONE— 
CUT OFF FROM VOUR 
V ENTIRE SUPPORT . 
V. NETWORK? 


FROM 
NOW ON- 


—I'M 

METALLO. 


r WELCOME ~ 
TO THE SECRET 
k SOCIETV. j 









...1AM 

channel 
. SZ/ 


THEY LED AN ARMY ^ 
r OF SUPER POWERED 
CRIMINALS. . . THE SECRET 
SOCIETY. ■ . THEIR 
V CHOSEN HARBINGERS / 
^ OF DOOM. ML 


AHEM. DAY 
NUMBER 

FIVE. GREETINGS/ I AM^ 
fja— 7 THE CALENDAR 
■!„/ MAN REPORTING TO 
■ YOU FROM THE END 
■\ \ OF THE WORLD. FOR 
■IV LACK OF A BETTER 
■l V DESIGNATION... 


THE PHRASE THAT SIGNALED A NEW W 
WORLD ORDER/ THIS IS HOW THE ■ 
CRIME SYNDICATE ANNOUNCED JM p 
THEIR ARRIVAL/ 



IN THEIR 

FIRST TRANSMISSION TO \ 
THE WORLD. . . Cfc TRAM AN, 
SUPERWOMAN, J 
OUJLMAN... X 


' • 






|r i h ave 

V DETERMINED FROM 1 
SOCIETY MEMBERS 
HERE IN GOTHAM OTY 
THAT ANOTHER MEMBER 
OF THE GROUP, GRID, IS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
WORLDWIDE OUTAGE 
k OF POWER AND / 
^COMMUNICATIONS./ 


WITH A GAS X\ 
7 POWERED GENERATOR \ 
AND COMPUTER 
SCAVENGED FROM EMPTY 
OFFICE BUILDINGS I AM 
NOW... FINALLY... THE 
V KEEPER OF ALL DAYS / 
^ AND DATES. V\ 


AND HERE IS JOHNNY QU/CK 
ALONG WITH WHAT I BELIEVE 
TO BE THE ONE KNOWN AS 
ATOM/CA. 


IRONICALLY, IT WAS THE ARRIVAL OF 
THESE OVERLORDS THAT FREED ME 
FROM MY... PREDICAMENT IN THE 
v GOTHAM UNDERGROUND. / 


r REALIZING THAT \ 
THE ENSUING CHAOS 
COULD RESULT IN THE 
END OF ALL RECORD 
. KEEPING, X KNEW I . 
k. HAD TO ACT. A 



AS THE DAYS GO 'Si 
W BY I FIND MORE AND \ 

'more information, including' 

THE NEWS THAT ARKHAM 
ASYLUM, BELLE REYE, 
BLACKS ATE, /HON HEIGHTS 
AND STRYKER'S ISLAND 
PRISONS HAVE ALL BEEN 
\ BREACHED AND THEIR / 
V INMATES RELEASED. / 


FW. 





r WHATEVER ^ 
THESE DAYS, WEEKS 
AND MONTHS MAY 
HOLD... I WILL BE 
. HERE RECORDING _ 
k. THE EVENTS. A 


> TAM THE 
CALENDAR MAN 
AND I AM 
. CHANNEL 52. „ 


WITH THOSE PRISON BREAKS SWELLING 
THE RANKS OF THE SECRET SOCIETY 
AND NO HEROES SHOWING ANY SIGNS , 
K OF RETALIATION, WE ARE LEFT TO A 
kw WONDER WHAT IS NEXT. A \ 






